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Rusk County Lake Classification 
Criteria Used for Lake Classification Lake Vulnerabilities
1. Surface area of the lake:

a. Less than 50 acre = 1

b. 50 – 249 acres = 2

c. 250 or more acres = 3

2. Lake Volume:
a. Less than 500 acre/ft. = 1

b. 500 – 2000 acre/ft. = 2

c. >2000 acre/ft. = 3

3. Watershed area:
a. Less than 1 square mile = 1

b. 1-9 square miles = 2

c. > 9 square miles = 3

4. Shoreland Development Factor (S.D.F.) for privately-owned shoreline:

a. S.D.F. is 2 or more = 1

b. S.D.F. is 1.5-1.99 = 2

c. S.D.F. < 1. 5 = 3

5. Lake Type:

a. Seepage = 1

b. Spring = 2

c. Drainage = 3

6. Flushing Index:

a. Seepage lakes = 1

b. 0 - 15 times per year = 2

c. 16-30 times per year = 3

d. >30 times per year = 4

7. Stratification Factor (maximum depth + 4.5):
 log(lake area)

a. Stratification Factor is13.5 or more (lake stratifies) = 1

b. Stratification Factor less than 13.5 = 2

8. Soils in 300 foot buffer around the lake, classified by erodability, run-off potential, and slope. Scored 1 – 4 with most erodable soils with highest run-off potential and slope being scored 1, least scored 4.

NOTE: HIGHER TOTAL VULNERABILITY SCORE MEANS LESS VULNERABLE.

